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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting on  
15th January 2015 at Ashdale 

 
Present:          Allyson Barron (Chair), John Ward, Margaret Martin, Brian Hunter, 
                         Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Peter Aldous 
 
Apologies:      Sheila Hunter 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting were agreed to be accurate. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Brian reported there is now a link between the Bonds Meadow web-site and Oulton Parish Council.  
Carolyn Gosling, the Oulton correspondent, is willing to send reports to the Lowestoft Journal as and 
when we submit them.  Fly Tipping.  Nothing to report.   Bench.  Allyson has not been able to meet 
with Mark Ross of Waveney Norse owing to the Christmas break.  The orchard trees are now 
planted.  The Rowan tree was delivered with them and was inadvertently planted in the orchard and 
not in the spot Christina had chosen.  When they heard what had happened Mr & Mrs Rogers, kindly 
gave Brian and Sheila a £10 donation so we could buy another Rowan Tree.  This has been ordered.  
Allyson said she was expecting Holly Nurseries to deliver the tree to her house today.  Allyson will 
inform Christina when it arrives so planting can be arranged.  Brian Thornton of Anglia in Bloom has 
contacted Allyson.  There is a presentation evening on 6th March.  Allyson will go.  Let her know if 
anyone else wants to go.  Margaret has a prior engagement that evening.  We will be presented with 
another community award.  14th Lowestoft Scouts have continued to commit to the meadow.  Brian 
and Sheila have written a 3 year budgeting plan which will be useful for grant applications and 
planning.  There was a concern about the alder and elder trees as mentioned in the Project 
Management Report.  Peter Aldous confirmed these trees will be coppiced, not taken out.  Christina 
thinks the ground within Sunhenge should be strimmed, although she recognises this takes more 
resources.  Wildflower Seeds.  These have not yet been ordered.  As previously mentioned, Allyson 
has been unable to meet with Waveney Norse owing to the Christmas break.  The daffodil bulbs 
offered by Waveney Norse did not arrive.  Christina advised that Yellow Rattle could be planted 
within the next week or so.  We agreed that Allyson could order this.  Margaret and Allyson will plant 
in the Upper Meadow.  It was agreed that Allyson will order wildflower plugs as these are more likely 
to be successful.  These should be planted around March when the frosts have finished.  Yellow 
Rattle should be sown in between.  John offered to strim Sunhenge.  We can then scatter Yellow 
Rattle there and plant plugs.  Peter reported there has been no progress on the knotweed and the 
boundary fence. 
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Allyson visited the Natural History Museum and spoke to curators.  She promoted what we do in 
Bonds Meadow as a small pocket of diversity.  It is a quieter time for practical work, but in spite of a 
small number of volunteers, we do what we can.  Margaret will contact the lady who has a son who 
may be able to volunteer, subject to school times.  Allyson announced her family is moving to 
Manchester this year.  She will be winding down her community commitments, including Bonds 
Meadow.  Brian said that Oulton Community Council had asked him to bring a document Draft One 
Space Needs Assessment.  Waveney District Council are consulting on this as they need to know 
about issues and concerns from local knowledge.  Waveney DC is giving every organisation an hour, 
up to 27th January, to see Jack Green who is a Planning Officer for Waveney.  We can send up to 3  
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Chair’s Report (continued) 
people.  Allyson will contact Jack Green and arrange a meeting.  Margaret and John can also go.  We 
should mention our ultimate aim to be recognised as a nature reserve.  Allyson will continue to tie 
up loose ends. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
This was given by Brian on behalf of Sheila. 
 
 The current balance is £1084.52    
(This includes £1 change from £10 donation for Rowan Tree which cost £9) 
 
Zurich has invited us to renew our insurance.  They are offering a different policy at the old price of 
£227.15.  This is the same as last year.  So far as Brian and Sheila can see, risks covered are the same.  
Zurich are stating that new regulations require us to state our employer reference number for the 
new “Insight” policy.  Brian and Sheila have written a letter confirming we have no employees.  We 
are all volunteers.  However Brian and Sheila want to telephone Zurich to check the insurance is fit 
for purpose for us.  We agreed to give Brian and Sheila discretion over this.  They will notify 
everyone by e-mail.  It may be beneficial to “shop around” for insurance cover next year.   
 
Funds will be reduced to £857 after paying insurance.   
 
Project Management Report 
Peter A distributed a written report.  Worked carried out includes: - Pond clearance.  Weekly 
checking of pathways and clearing encroachment on them, as needed.  Clearance of brambles 
behind Sunhenge.  Planting of 16 fruit trees in the Orchard (the Rowan was planted in this area by 
mistake).  Coppicing of Alder and Elder trees.   Sycamore removal in the area just off the pathway at 
the top of Sunhenge.  It will now be allowed to remain fallow until the work is repeated in 5 years’ 
time.  It represents an excellent opportunity to plant wildflowers.  Peter reported unauthorized tree 
felling.  Someone is using a chain saw at various locations.  It was agreed that Margaret will write a 
report on the tree felling to send to the Lowestoft Journal via Carolyn Gosling.  She will liaise with 
Allyson first as it needs reporting to the police and to Waveney DC.   
 
Encroachment 
Margaret has drafted a letter to Waveney District Council in reply to their response to our original 
letter of complaint, as the Council believe there are no longer encroachments, which we know is not 
the case.  It was agreed we would send this, with copies to our District Councillors (Colin Law and 
Mike Barnard) and our County Councillors (Len Jacklin and Bert Poole).  This can also be given to Jack 
Green. 
 
Website 
Nothing to report. 
 
AOB 
Nothing to report. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
7.30 pm on Thursday 5th March 2015 at Ashdale.  (The venue was subsequently changed to 37 
Hadleigh Drive owing to unforeseen circumstances). 


